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Starting a new academic journal is not an easy task. The production function of
researchers has as inputs many hours of work, with the output being a small countable
number of publishable pieces. Consequently, every researcher must evaluate carefully
where to submit their output for publication. From time to time we see calls for papers or
receive invitations to contribute to Special Issues. Is that a good outlet for our papers? It
is likely our papers will capture a more specialized audience if published in a Special Issue
and consequently, one can expect these papers to be more frequently cited. Nevertheless,
as contributions to Special Issues are usually published all together, faster papers are
held up until the last paper of the volume is accepted for publication.

Every scientific discipline surely has its own characteristics and probably this way
of wrapping papers into special issues can be a good idea or a bad strategy depending
on the domain. What is the situation in Regional Science? Are Special Issues a good
way to advertise our research? To answer this question, I have collected information
about six journals1 linked to the Regional Science Association International (Papers
in Regional Science and Regional Science Policy and Practice) or to ERSA sections
(Journal of Regional Research – Investigaciones Regionales, Review of Regional Research
– Jahrbuch für Regionalwissenschaft, Scienze Regionali and Spatial Economic Analysis)
over the last ten years (2007-2016). All six journals are indexed in Scopus and one can
trace the citation record of every paper. I have discarded editorials, notes and articles in
press. Table 1 displays the descriptive statistics of the citations of the 1,114 considered
papers. As can be expected, Papers in Regional Science, the flagship journal of RSAI, is
the publication with most citations and published papers. The modal citation is zero,
although younger publications (such as Regional Science Policy and Practice) tend to
collect less citations.

Every journal except Regional Science Policy and Practice had at least one Special
Issue in the analysed period. Figure 1 shows that papers published in Special Issues
accounted for 29% of papers published in 2014, while in 2016 they represented a mere
10%, confirming an absolute decline since the maximum number in 2014.

To find out whether contributions to Special Issues attract more citations, I have
regressed the citation against a dummy for every journal, the publication year and a
dummy for the label Special Issue. Table 2 summarises the results. On average, papers
published in Special Issues are significantly more cited than regular papers. This is
particularly true for articles published in Papers in Regional Science, while we can only
find parameters that are not significant for the other journals. Of course, one could

1I have collected the full period for Journal of Regional Research – Investigaciones Regionales, Review
of Regional Research – Jahrbuch für Regionalwissenschaft, Papers in Regional Science and Spatial
Economic Analysis. For Scienze Regionali we consider papers published since 2012 and for Regional
Science Policy and Practice since 2015. Investigaciones Regionales and Jahrbuch für Regionalwissenschaft
both added English terms to their names. For reasons of space and formatting I use the traditional names
of these two journals in the tables below.
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Table 1: Citation records in Regional Science journals

Cites
per
paper

Investiga-
ciones
Regionales

Jahrbuch
für Regio-
nalwissen-
schaft

Papers in
Regional
Science

Regional
Spatial
Economic
Analysis

Science Scienze
Total

Policy and Regionali
Practice

0 127 (50.6%) 36 (40.4%) 80 (18.1%) 20 (76.9%) 60 (58.3%) 11 (5.4%) 334 (30%)
1 50 (19.9%) 12 (13.5%) 60 (13.5%) 4 (15.4%) 21 (20.4%) 39 (19.3%) 186 (17%)
2-5 64 (25.5%) 31 (34.8%) 124 (28%) 0 (0%) 13 (12.6%) 79 (39.1%) 311 (28%)
6-10 7 (2.8%) 9 (10.1%) 72 (16.3%) 2 (7.7%) 1 (1%) 33 (16.3%) 124 (11%)
11-20 3 (1.2%) 1 (1.1%) 60 (13.5%) 0 (0%) 5 (4.9%) 21 (10.4%) 90 (8%)
21-50 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 32 (7.2%) 0 (0%) 3 (2.9%) 15 (7.4%) 50 (5%)
51-100 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 11 (2.5%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 2 (1%) 13 (1%)
>100 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 4 (0.9%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 2 (1%) 6 (0.5%)

Total
251 (100%) 89 (100%) 443 (100%) 26 (100%) 103 (100%) 202 (100%)

1,114
Papers (100%)

Total
338 199 4,355 19 233 1,776 6,920

Citations

Figure 1: Papers published in regular volumes versus Special Issues

account for several other dimensions, such as the number of authors, the length of the
papers, and even the quality of authors (for instance adjusting by the h-index of every
author). Still, this brief exercise indicates that Special Issues do matter and on average
have a positive impact on the number of citations.

In traditional journals, this positive effect of Special Issues comes at a price. With
strict limits for the numbers of pages or issues per year, allocating space to a Special
Issue crowds out regular contributions. Successfully refereed articles are bypassed by the
Special Issue and must wait even longer in the journal’s backlog for proper publication.

REGION is particularly active in the promotion of Special Issues, since the electronic
format allows us to reap the benefits while avoiding the drawbacks. We expect Special
Issues to attract high quality papers and to subsequently further improve the standards of
the journal. Of course, we are too young to be included in the more important indexing
databases, and consequently it is not easy to capture the impact of our editorial policy on
citations. With our editorial policy, we try to maintain the advantages of Special Issues
while avoiding the disadvantages. Since REGION publishes only electronically, there are
no page or issue constraints in place and therefore, no regular papers are crowded out.
Moreover, we apply the policy that once a paper – regular or special issue – is accepted,
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(a) Special Issue (b) Interview with Arjen J.E. Edzes

Figure 2: Special Issue on “Well-being in cities and regions: measurement, analysis and
policy practices” (Click the figure or subheading to follow the respective link)

it gets published immediately. Consequently, faster authors are not held back by the
slower ones. Once the last Special Issue paper is published, we bundle them and a volume
editorial together into a separate volume advertising the published papers, which are
referenced to their original issue: “all contributions to this special issue have already
been published in earlier issues of REGION, for the sake of immediate exposure of the
content.” We believe that authors, special issue editors as well as the journal benefit from
this policy.

Right now REGION has published its first Special Issue as Volume 4 number 2 on
“Well-being in cities and regions: measurement, analysis and policy practices”, edited
by Paolo Veneri (OECD) and Arjen J.E. Edzes (University of Groningen) and we have
also published papers from several other Special Issues and some new calls are open. We
welcome new proposals!

REGION : Volume 4, Number 3, 2017

http://openjournals.wu.ac.at/ojs/index.php/region/issue/view/12
http://openjournals.wu.ac.at/ojs/index.php/region/issue/view/12
https://youtu.be/6D4zrFZJtpA
https://youtu.be/6D4zrFZJtpA
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fü

r
R

eg
io

-
n

a
lw

is
se

n
-

sc
h

a
ft

P
a
p

er
s

in
R

eg
io

n
a
l

S
ci

en
ce

R
eg

io
n

a
l

S
ci

en
ce

P
o
li

cy
a
n

d
P

ra
ct

ic
e

S
ci

en
ze

R
eg

io
n

a
li

S
p

a
ti

a
l

E
co

n
o
m

ic
A

n
a
ly

si
s

S
p

ec
ia

l
Is

su
e

4
.7

8
2
9
*
*
*

0
.1

9
7
7

-1
.2

3
8
1

8
.7

9
9
7
*
*
*

-1
.0

6
0
3

4
.4

6
2
8
6

(1
.2

0
3
)

(0
.3

4
4
)

(2
.0

6
1
)

(2
.4

3
7
)

(1
.2

9
0
)

(4
.2

6
9
)

J
o
u
rn
a
l
-
R
ef
er
en

ce
ca
te
go
ry
:
In
ve
st
ig
a
ci
o
n
es

R
eg
io
n
a
le
s

J
ah

rb
u

ch
fü
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